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NAME OF THE EVENT: Pravaah Lecture Series (Lecture on the Topic: Politics, Ethics and
Spirituality and their role in shaping alternative planetary futures) by Prof. Ananta Kumar

Giri from MIDS, Chennai.

DATE DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE/SOCIETY COORDINATORS’ NAME
21t August, Political Science Political Science Chief Patron: Prof. V. Ravi
2025 Students’ Association (Principal)
(PSSA) Teacher-In-Charge: Dr Ravuru
Narasaiah
Convenor- Dr. Haokam Vaiphei
TIME VENUE NUMBER OF NATURE: Outdoor/Indoor;
PARTICIPANTS online/offline/hybrid
10:00-11:30 AM | Room No- 13 110 Indoor
FINANCIAL Nil
SUPPORT/ASSIS
TANCE (if any):

BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITY

TOPIC/SUBJECT OF
THE ACTIVITY

Politics, Ethics and Spirituality and their role in shaping
alternative planetary futures

OBJECTIVES

We had multiple objectives that were aimed whilst planning the
event. These are as follows:

1. To critically reflect on the intersections of politics, ethics,
and spirituality in shaping post-COVID global futures beyond
narrow power-centric frameworks.

2. To encourage dialogue on alternative models of
development and justice—including ecological balance, dignity
of labor, and cross-species solidarity.

3. To inspire students to think of ethics and spirituality as
integral to politics, fostering responsibility, compassion, and
solidarity in public life

METHODOLOGY

Typology of the Event: Offline Event
1) Address by the anchors about the topic of the event
2) Introduction and felicitation of Prof. Ananta Giri
3) Beginning of the discussion




4) Question and Answers
5) Dispersal of the Audience

INVITED SPEAKERS
WITH AFFLIATION
DETAILS

(IF ANY)

Prof. Ananta Kumar Giri (Retd) from Madras Institute of
Development Studies (MIDS, Chennai).

OUTCOMES

1. Enhanced understanding of alternative planetary futures:
Students gained insights into how crises like COVID-19, climate
change, and migration demand new frameworks of justice,
dignity, and interdependence.

2. Exposure to interdisciplinary perspectives: The lecture
integrated ideas from philosophy, sociology, political economy,
and spiritual traditions (Foucault, Gandhi, Aurobindo, Greta
Thunberg, Veena Das, etc.), broadening intellectual horizons.

3. Stimulation of reflective dialogue: The session
encouraged participants to re-think conventional notions of
politics and to see transformation as both an ethical and spiritual
responsibility.
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Event Report- Pravaah Lecture Series on the Topic: ‘Politics, Ethic and Spirituality
and their role in shaping alternative planetary futures’

Event Summary

Praavah Lecture Series

Date: 21st August 2025

Venue: Room no-13, Sri Venkateswara College

The Department of Political Science, Sri Venkateswara College, organized a thought-
provoking lecture under the Pravaah Lecture Series on 21st August 2025. The lecture was
delivered by Prof. Ananta Kumar Giri, Former Professor at the Madras Institute of
Development Studies, Chennai, on the theme “Politics, Ethics, and Spirituality and their
Role in Shaping Alternative Planetary Futures.” Prof. Giri’s presentation explored how the
crises of our times—COVID-19, climate change, and inequalities of globalization—
necessitate new ways of imagining politics and society. Drawing from thinkers such as
Michel Foucault, Veena Das, Habermas, Greta Thunberg, and Sri Aurobindo, he emphasized
the importance of moving beyond a politics of mere power towards one rooted in justice,
solidarity, and spiritual responsibility.

The lecture highlighted how ethics and spirituality are not abstract concerns but practical
resources for rethinking governance, development, and civic life. Themes such as the dignity
of labor, ecological interdependence, cultural trauma, and global solidarity were linked to the
search for alternative planetary futures. Prof. Giri stressed that the challenges of our age
require both critical reflection and spiritual renewal, urging students to reimagine politics as
a practice of compassion, dialogue, and transformative responsibility.

The session concluded with an engaging Q&A, where students and faculty reflected on how
politics, ethics, and spirituality can together help us transcend the “pathology of the new
normal” and work towards a civilization of dignity, beauty, and justice
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