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OBJECTIVES  

  

  

  

  

  

1. To encourage student participation in departmental 
decision making and creating mechanisms through which 
student feedback can be incorporated.   

2. To promote a sense of collective responsibility  and 
belonging among students towards sociology department.   

3. To address students' grievances and take suggestions to 
be taken care of for future.  

4. To gather constructively suggestions from students 
regarding initiatives, events, workshops, seminars, field 
visits and other academic activities.  

  

  

  

  

  

  



METHODOLOGY  

  

  

  

  

  

1)Introduction of the GBM and its objectives.  

2)Briefing about upcoming departmental activities and 
events.  

3)Discussion on academic and co-curricular initiatives.  

4)Interaction between faculty members and students.  

5)Students shared suggestions, ideas, and concerns.  

6)Discussion on responsibilities and task allocation.  

7)Concluding remarks and summary of key decisions.  
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1. Identification of key areas for improvement in teaching 
learning practices, communication, departmental activities 
and student engagement.  

2. Greater student faculty interaction through an open and 
transparent platform for discussion.  

3. Suggestions for new academic and co-curricular 
initiatives, such as seminars, workshops, guest lectures, 
field visits, discussions and student-led activities.  

4. Improved communication mechanisms between students, 
faculty and departmental representatives.  

5. Increased student participation in departmental activities 
and decision-making processes.  

6. Formation of actionable recommendations based on the 
issues and suggestions raised during the meeting.  

7. Strengthening of the department as a collective academic 
community through continued feedback, collaboration and 
participation.  
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REPORT  

  

 The Department of Sociology organized a General Body Meeting on 29th 
September,2026 from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. in Room 302. It gave students 
and faculty members an opportunity to discuss academic and departmental 
concerns, share suggestions, and address issues related to the department's 
functioning. The meeting began with Dr. Niharika Jaiswal briefing the students 
about the purpose and importance of the General Body Meeting. She explained 
the proceedings and encouraged students to openly raise their questions, 
concerns, and suggestions.  

Following the briefing, the floor was opened to the students. The first question 
was raised by Satwik, a second-year student, who requested a departmental trip 
outside Delhi. Thereafter, Sheetoshna, a third-year student, raised a concern 



regarding the departmental library and its use. In response, Dr. Padma 
Priyadarshini suggested appointing a library representative to coordinate 
library-related matters and communicate students' requirements to the 
department. Dr. Urmi Bhattacharyya further explained that if a book required by 
students was not available in the department library, they could communicate 
their needs to the department, which would make efforts to procure it. The 
discussion then moved towards student engagement and career guidance. 
Komal, a first-year student, suggested that the department could organize an 
alumni meet. She felt that interaction with alumni would help students gain 
guidance regarding higher education, career opportunities, and possible future 
paths.  

Further, Dr. Priyadarshini invited students to raise any concerns related to 
attendance. Saanvi, a second-year student, raised the concern that attendance 
should not be directly associated with marks. She suggested that there should 
be a more flexible attendance system so that students could have the 
opportunity to participate in extracurricular and other activities outside regular 
classes. In response, Dr. Priyadarshini clarified that the attendance requirement 
was a university-level matter and could not be altered independently by 
professors. She added that students' concerns could be raised with higher 
authorities. Saanvi further raised concerns regarding the nature of Value Added 
Courses (VACs), Skill Enhancement Courses (SECs), and Ability Enhancement 
Courses (AECs). She pointed out that these courses are intended to enhance 
practical and applicable skills, but several of them are largely theory-oriented. 
She suggested that such courses should have a stronger practical component.  

Lakshay, a second-year student, raised the issue of the accessibility of reading 
materials. He suggested that the course readings should also be made available 
in Hindi, wherever possible. He added that soft copies of the readings should be 
provided for easier access, as they would also benefit students with disabilities 
in the department. Prof. Nabanipa Bhattacharjee acknowledged the concern and 
decided to also involve the Equal Opportunity Cell (EOC) in the matter.  

The discussion then moved towards the timetable and breaks between classes. 
Baajuriee, a first-year student, expressed concern that the timetable did not 
provide adequate break periods between classes. Prof. Bhattacharjee said that 
the timetable is set at the college level and explained that the department faces 
constraints due to the limited availability of classrooms, particularly as the batch 



size has increased. Adding to this, Dr. Priyadarshini clarified that the department 
has to complete seven papers within a limited time period, with approximately 
35 classes required for each paper. She added that the number of classes and 
related academic requirements are fixed by the university. Aryan, a second-year 
student, sought clarification regarding the 66.67% attendance requirement. He 
asked whether the requirement is calculated collectively across all subjects or 
separately for each paper, and whether both tutorial and theory classes are 
included. Dr. Priyadarshini said that the attendance requirement is calculated 
separately for each paper. She further explained that the college's software 
system calculates the attendance accordingly. The issue of classroom size was 
also raised. Shivanshi, a second-year student, expressed concern that Room 
212 is not spacious enough for conducting tutorial classes effectively. She 
pointed out that the limited space can make it difficult for students to participate 
comfortably during tutorials. Similarly, Jaskirat, a first-year student, raised a 
concern regarding Room 326, stating that it is also not spacious enough for 
classes to be conducted comfortably.  

The discussion was further extended by Neel, a third-year student, who raised a 
concern regarding the availability of Discipline-Specific Electives (DSEs). He 
suggested that, for the sixth semester, the department could offer two DSEs, 
allowing students to choose according to their academic background. Neel also 
made a suggestion regarding the department's annual association fest, 
Conscience Collective. He asked whether the fest could be extended from its 
existing one-day format to a two-day event, with the first day focusing on 
academic activities and the second on cultural activities. He also expressed that 
greater involvement from students across the years could strengthen the event. 
Dr. Priyadarshini explained that extending the fest to two days would require 
substantial monetary sponsorship. She further stated that organizing a larger 
event would require greater networking and external support. Dr. Bhattacharyya 
added that it would also require active contribution and participation from 
students of the discipline.  

Anish, a third-year student, further suggested contacting alumni associated with 
the Sociology Department to extend inclusivity. In response to this suggestion, 
Dr. Satheesh Perumalla emphasized budgetary considerations and the limited 
sponsorship opportunities currently available. Further, Dr. Jaiswal informed 
students about the upcoming Alumni Meet and alumni seminars, which are held 



for students to connect with alumni. Sheetoshna, a third-year student, 
suggested that the official LinkedIn page of the Department of Sociology be 
activated to extend the department's reach. Prof. Bhattacharjee resolved to raise 
this issue with ICT to obtain the institutional ID and start the procedure for 
creating a formal account. Neel, a third-year student, suggested a more active 
and academic presence on Instagram for the department. In response, Dr. 
Priyadarshini and Prof. Bhattacharjee advised students to exercise care while 
handling social media. They also discussed the decentralization of responsibility 
within the department association and other activities, such as sharing access to 
the Instagram page with the creative head, Rudrani.  

Several other ideas were also highlighted. Akshat, a first-year student, 
suggested a documentary screening. Anish a third-year student, assured that a 
departmental movie screening could be included in the association's activities. 
Another topic was raised by Navya, a first-year student, regarding the 
attendance criterion for extracurricular activities. In response, Dr. Bhattacharyya 
advised students to maintain their attendance and not to rely completely upon 
society attendance and further highlighted the formal requirements and 
procedure for obtaining ECA attendance. Lastly, the concern about the 
departmental trip was addressed by the faculty. Dr. Priyadarshini highlighted the 
administrative and financial constraints of organizing a departmental trip, while 
stressing the importance of inclusivity within the department. Prof. Bhattacharjee 
supported her by raising issues such as the safety and accountability of 
students.   

Finally, the General Body Meeting came to an end when Dr. Jaiswal thanked the 
students and faculty for the discussion. The meeting was successful as an 
occasion to build trust, transparency, and a sense of community in the 
department, and it served as a platform to engage with new ideas.  
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