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NAME OF THE EVENT: Department Annual Seminar 2025-26

DATE DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE/SOCIETY | COORDINATORS’ NAME

17" March 2026 | Sociology - Dr. Urmi Bhattacharyya

TIME VENUE NUMBER OF NATURE: Outdoor/Indoor;
PARTICIPANTS online/offline/hybrid

11:40 AM to 1:00 | Room no. 13 (T1) 68 Indoor; Offline

PM

FINANCIAL Rs. 4000/- from the Sociology Association Fund
SUPPORT/ASSI
STANCE (if
any):
BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITY
TOPIC/SUBJECT OF THE | DEPARTMENT ANNUAL SEMINAR -
ACTIVITY Understanding the Politics of the ‘Early’ Public in Schooling: Dalit
Struggle for Equitable Education
OBJECTIVES e To explore the significance of historical analysis and archival
research in sociological and anthropological research.

e To examine the history of colonial governance and mass
education.

e To draw attention to the need for engaging with the literary
contributions of social reformers in India who played an
important role in ensuring public education.

e To help students develop a critical historical understanding of
the “public’ in schooling and education in colonial and
postcolonial India.




METHODOLOGY

e [Lecture session using introducing students to archival research
and historical analysis, and its uses in the discipline of
Sociology.

e Citation of instances from colonial archival documents to
serve as texts requiring observation and analysis.

e Discussion of secondary literature, official records and policy
documents as ‘changing fields’ - as sources of knowledge that
connect social structure to agency.

e Encouraging audience interaction through a Q&A
session to deepen understanding

INVITED SPEAKERS

Prof. Geetha B. Nambissan

WITH AFFILIATION
DETAILS Former Professor,
(IF ANY) Centre for Zakir Husain Centre for Educational Studies,
School of Social Sciences,
Jawaharlal Nehru University
New Delhi
OUTCOMES e Students learned the significance of historical analysis and

archival research in sociological and anthropological research.

e The seminar highlighted the need to examine the history of
colonial governance and mass education.

e The discussion drew attention to the need for engaging with
the literary contributions of social reformers in India who
played an important role in ensuring public education.

e The seminar helped students develop a critical historical
understanding of the ‘public’ in schooling and education in
colonial and postcolonial India.




PROOFS & DOCUMENTS ATTACHED (Tick mark the proofs attached):

1 2 3 4 5
Notice & Number of Participants & Video clip Photos Feedback
Letters Name of participants v Form &

v v analysis
6 7 8 9 10
News clip Sample Copy of the Posters/ Event report Any other
with details Certificate Invites Attested by document
v Event
Coordinator &
IQAC
Coordinator
v

Departmental file no: SVC/Sociology/2025-26/ March 2026/07

IQAC File No: SVC/IQAC/Sociology/2025-26/ March 2026

Criterion No: II1

NAME OF EVENT-IN-CHARGE & SIGNATURE:

Dr. Urmi Bhattacharyya

Lot

For Reference

Criterion I Curricular Aspects (planning Criterion V | Student Support & Progression
& Implementation)

Criterion I | Teaching Learning & Criterion | Governance, Leadership &
Evaluation VI Management

Criterion III | Research, Innovations & Criterion | Institutional Values & Best
Extension VII Practices

Criterion IV | Learning Resources and
Infrastructure




REPORT

The Department of Sociology at Sri Venkateshwara College hosted its Departmental Annual Seminar
of the academic session 2025-26 on 17" March 2026. This year's theme, " Understanding the Politics
of the ‘Early’ Public in Schooling: Dalit Struggle for Equitable Education", centered on the overlooked
yet deeply insightful medium of personal diaries in the discipline of sociology and anthropology. The
speaker for the seminar was Professor Geetha Nambissan, a renowned academic whose work has
significantly contributed to the field of education. The event commenced with a warm and cheerful

welcome and felicitation to the guest, followed by a formal introduction.

Professor Nambissan began her seminar by drawing attention to the early 1850s in the Bombay
Presidency when the colonial government first assumed responsibility for mass education. She explained
that in the subsequent decades, publicly funded schooling was narrow and extremely exclusive as a
result of the strong opposition of dominant castes to the education of the Dalits (‘Untouchable’ castes)
as well as ambivalences and compromises of the colonial state to equality in education. She argued that
in the efforts towards shaping of a more inclusive and ‘equitable’ public education, the struggles of the
most excluded and stigmatized castes, the Untouchables, were crucial and have hitherto received little
attention. Initiatives from within the community as well as the role of radical social reformers such as
Phule, Dalit activists and leaders such as Ambedkar in political and social spaces in relation to education
also deserve far more serious study and acknowledgement. The neglect of the Untouchable castes in
histories of education has resulted in failure to recognize their extraordinary efforts to spread education
within their communities and significant contestations from below as well as in shaping discourses and
practices around the ‘public’ in schooling. Her seminar reminded us that as we defend the public in

education today, it is important that we also understand the politics around it.
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This is to certify that the DEPARTMENT ANNUAIL SEMINAR 2025-26

was successfully conducted on 17th March from 11:45 AM to 1:00 PM by
the DEPARTME I in the (Qffline) mode, and its event
report has been submitted to IQAC for records.
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