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BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITY 

 

TOPIC/SUBJECT OF THE 

ACTIVITY 

Speaker Session on INSPIRE: Experience Sharing by Distinguished 

Alumni 

OBJECTIVES The objective of the session was to create awareness on the diverse 

career trajectories and professional experiences of alumni, highlighting 

their journeys in economics and related fields, and providing insights 

into skill development, global opportunities, and personal growth in a 
dynamic world. 

METHODOLOGY Our esteemed alumni conducted a session on "INSPIRE: Experience 

Sharing by Distinguished Alumni." 

INVITED SPEAKERS 

WITH AFFILIATION 

DETAILS (IF ANY) 

Gaurav Kohli, Managing Director, Ernst & Young, USA 

Mallika Pung, Labor Economist, U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity 

Commission, USA 

Neha Khanna, BSA, Apple Inc., USA 

Prachi Khanna, Principal Consultant, Korn Ferry, USA 

OUTCOMES The participants gained substantial knowledge on the diverse 

professional paths and challenges faced by alumni, along with practical 

advice on career pivots, work-life balance, and skill-building for 

international opportunities. It also aided them in understanding the 

importance of resilience, networking, and ethical decision-making in 

achieving economic and personal success. 
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REPORT 
 

The Economics Association of Sri Venkateswara College hosted an inspiring webinar titled "INSPIRE," 

featuring four distinguished alumni from the Class of 2004-2007 Economics (Hons). The virtual session, 

held on Zoom on October 5, 2025, brought together Gaurav Kohli, Managing Director at Ernst & Young, 

USA; Mallika Pung, Labor Economist at the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, USA; 

Neha Khanna, BSA at Apple Inc., USA; and Prachi Khanna, Principal Consultant at Korn Ferry, USA. 

This experience-sharing platform aimed to bridge generational gaps, offering current students a glimpse 

into global career trajectories in economics and beyond. 

The event kicked off at 7:30 PM IST (10:00 AM EST and 7:00 AM PST) with a warm welcome from the 

Faculty Advisor Dr. Kanika Pathania who delivered an engaging speech on the transformative power of 

economics education. She highlighted how the department's rigorous curriculum has propelled alumni to 

leadership roles across continents, urging students to embrace adaptability and lifelong learning in an era 

of rapid globalization. 

The Teacher-in-Charge, Mr. D. Brahma Reddy, then shared his insights, praising the alumni's 

commitment to giving back and reinforcing the college's ethos of community and excellence. With the 

stage set, the alumni were introduced one by one, each receiving a brief spotlight on their remarkable 

achievements: Gaurav's expertise in financial consulting at Ernst & Young, Mallika's advocacy for 

workplace equity through policy analysis, Neha's contributions to compliance and ethics at Apple, and 

Prachi's strategic talent management at Korn Ferry. This prelude built anticipation, showcasing their 

diverse paths from Delhi's classrooms to international boardrooms. 

Each alumnus was allotted five minutes to share their experiences, blending personal anecdotes with 

professional milestones. Gaurav Kohli recounted his transition from academic theory to high-stakes 

advisory roles, stressing the importance of ethical decision-making in global finance. Mallika Pung shared 

her passion for labor economics, detailing how data-driven insights combat inequality and foster inclusive 

workplaces. Neha Khanna discussed navigating tech's ethical landscapes at Apple, emphasizing resilience 

amid innovation pressures. Prachi Khanna wrapped up with tales from executive search, highlighting 

networking's role in career pivots. 

The session transitioned into a moderated Q&A, where four selected students posed targeted questions to 

their respective alumni, voicing common undergraduate concerns like career pivots, work-life balance, 

and skill-building for international opportunities. Responses were candid and practical, demystifying 

doubts and offering tailored advice on everything from pursuing advanced degrees abroad to handling 

cultural shifts in multicultural teams. 

The principal, Prof. Vejala Ravi, joined midway to express profound gratitude for the alumni's time and 

wisdom, noting how such interactions enrich the college's legacy. The webinar concluded with Mr. D. 

Brahma Reddy's vote of thanks, where he lauded the panel for their generosity in sharing experiences, 

insights, and knowledge, inspiring the next generation to dream big. Participants left motivated, armed 

with actionable takeaways. 
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