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NAME OF THE EVENT: Chat with a Diplomat (CWAD)- Mr. Michael Rees (Australian High 

Commission)  

DATE:   DEPARTMENT:

  

COMMITTEE/SOCIETY: 

  

COORDINATOR

S NAME  

Convener:   

9th March 2024    Global Youth  Dr. Haokam 

Vaiphei  

TIME:   VENUE:   NUMBER OF 

PARTICIPANTS:   

NATURE:  

1:45 pm -3:15 pm  Seminar Hall  75  Indoor offline  

FINANCIAL 

SUPPORT/ASSISTANC

E (if any):  

  

  

  

  

  

BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITY  

TOPIC/SUBJECT OF THE 

ACTIVITY   

Chat with a Diplomat: India- Australia Bilateral relations  

OBJECTIVES  -Provide an interactive session for the students to learn from the 

experiences of an Australian High Commission diplomat.  

-Space for networking and engagement with diplomats and other 

students.  

METHODOLOGY  It was a two-way discussion between the students and the diplomat. 

The diplomat was asking every question and curiosity as put 

forward by the students. The event also involved a one-on-one 

Q&A session with the Moderator Ms. Vaishu Rai.  

INVITED SPEAKERS 

WITH AFFILIATION 

DETAILS  

(IF ANY)   

The society invited Mr. Michael Rees who is a Second Secretary at 

the Australian High Commission in New Delhi. His expertise lies 

in Indian domestic politics, and he brings a wealth of experience 

from his diplomatic postings, including Australia's Interim Mission 

to Afghanistan and the Australian High Commission in Pakistan. 

Michael, with two postgraduate degrees in public policy from the 

University of Oxford, is proficient in (quite formal) Hindi and 

always enthusiastic to practice.  



OUTCOMES  - The event helped the students to get an enhanced knowledge 

about the various facets of India- Australia bilateral relations.  

- It helped in the improvement of the student's networking skills 

and promoted the spirit of collaboration and teamwork.  
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EVENT REPORT  

The event began with a detailed discussion on "Examining the Dynamics of Bilateral Relations 

Between India and Australia: A Focus on Key Areas of Cooperation and Challenges," conducted 

by Michael Rees, Second Secretary at the Australian High Commission. After the presentation, 

the attendees actively participated in a one-on-one Q&A session, discussing topics such as Electric 

Vehicles, Green Energy, AI, DPI, and Ministerial visits.  

More than 60 individuals actively participated in the event, asking questions about Mr. Michael's 

experience as an Australian Diplomat in India and his Hindi language learning experience. This 

led to a valuable exchange of ideas, offering insights into the complex world of diplomacy and 

fostering a meaningful exchange of ideas between the distinguished guest and the engaged student 

community.  

The session also delved into the nuanced aspects of the India-Australia bilateral relationship. 

Topics of discussion included collaborative initiatives, trade relations, strategic partnerships, 

cultural exchanges, and the challenges and opportunities within this diplomatic engagement. The 

session also touched upon the evolving regional landscape, emphasizing the significance of 

multilateral forums such as the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) and cooperation in the 

Indo-Pacific region.  
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Names of participants 

1. Jigyasa Khanna 

2. Aditya Dubey 

3. Manya Rai  

4. Shashank Kushwaha 

5. Sahil Gupta  

6. Subhagya Singh 

7. Angaja  

8. Deepika Rani Gupta  

9. Khushi Boraa  

10. Meyhar Kaur Walia  

11. Priyanshi Walter  

12. Raj Laxmi Bharti 

13. Srishti Jayswal  

14. Tanisha Gupta  

15. Rida Yumn Ahmed  

16. Bhavya Shree N B 

17. Khushi Singh 

18. Madhusmita Das   

19. Priyanshu Pallav  

20. Sakthi Priya C 

21. Tanu Singh  

22. Vedika Agarwal 

23. Aditya Raj  

24. Mohammad Mustafa 



25. Preetesh Patri  

26. Aadya Srivastava 

27. Aaryaka Nandini  

28. Srivastava 

29. Alisha Basumatary  

30. Anoushka Chaudhary 

31. Anushree Anand  

32. Aparajita Garg  

33. Astha Tyagi  

34. Attrija Gitay 

35. Deepika  

36. Mallika Joshi  

37. Manjari Singh 

38. Jayanti Choudhary 

39. Akash Pandey 

40. Pranav Unnithan 

41. Raghav Khandelwal 

42. Yash Ahlawat  

43. Neeladri Charles 

44. Alabhya Pandey 

45. Douminlun Singsit 

46. Fagun Kundara 

47. Dhruv Pandey  

48. Anhad Singh  

49. Utkarsh Tiwari 

50. Devanshi Shrotriya  

51. Navya 

52. Riddhi 

53. Vipra 

54. Nakshatra 

55. Madhur Prajapati 

56. Pranita 

57. Varun 

58. Raghav 

59. Aman 

60. Sameer Kumar Jha  
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