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Activity Report

An expert talk series was initiated by the Association to invite experts from various
specializations of Economics to share their expertise in those fields.

The Economics Association held its first Expert Talk on 7" October 2016. We were
privileged to have Dr. S.K. Sasikumar, Senior Fellow of the VV Giri National Labour
Institute, as our first speaker in this engaging series. The session started with the
lighting of the lamp, an auspicious tradition observed at the start of every
Association event. This was followed by a brief introduction of our keynote speaker
by our faculty advisor, Dr. Brahma Reddy.

Dr. S.K. Sasikumar began this interactive session on “Meeting the Employment
Challenge’ with a few fundamental concepts about the different types of labour
involvement in India. With his opening remarks and charismatic style of speaking,
he captivated the audience’s attention. He covered many topics like labour
migration, labour market analysis, globalization and labour, and skill and
development. He showed us relevant data and figures from the paper he had
recently presented at the BRICS Summit. This data was a hot topic of discussion in
the Q&A segment, as many students were surprised to see the results from recent
surveys on issues like “Unemployed Youth in India”. There was a healthy debate
between the speaker and some of our faculty members with questions being thrown
by both sides. This helped the audience gauge the topic at hand effortlessly and
brought out the ‘Economic Planner’ in many students.

Dr. Sasikumar presented his innovative ideas with a great sense of humour, which
enabled the audience to connect to him instantly. He answered the questions of his
curious listeners with alacrity, enabling them to get a closer look into the system
through his tremendous knowledge about the subject. On a question about solving
the problem of “brain drain”, he enlightened the audience about South Korea’s
brilliant ‘Happy Return Programme’, which could prove to be an unconventional
solution to this issue.

The session ended with our Principal, Dr. Hemalatha Reddy presenting a token of
appreciation to our esteemed speaker. Dr. Sasikumar’s immense experience solving
real life problems at the global level inspired the students and helped them delve
into the field of ‘Employment’ and its various challenges. His way of combining
substance with a witty style of oration certainly left an indelible mark on his
audience.

D. Brahma Reddy
Faculty Advisor, 07-10-2016
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