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BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITY (CRITERION NO. - ):

TOPIC/SUBJECT OF
THE ACTIVITY

Food and Agriculture Technology Stall (VISTAAR 2019)

OBIJECTIVES

The stall “Food and Agriculture Technology” was put up at Sri Venkateswara
College under VISTAAR 2019 on 1%t November 2019. It was an initiative to
enlighten the students with the scope of science as a subject itself. The purpose
of the stall “Food and Agriculture Technology” was to make the students aware
of how the field of agriculture functions and what changes science has been
able to make to it.

METHODOLOGY

Through interactions, demonstrations and Hands on training

OUTCOMES

The stall gave an overall idea about Agriculture and its evolution. Starting from
origin of agriculture to the establishment of genetically modified plants, the
students got an understanding of the journey of Agriculture with the help of
models and posters. There were interactive games like slogan writing
competition and Spice identification (the students were blind folded and then
they had to identify the spice by either touch or smell) and models (Tissue
culture, Poly-houses, Bio-fertilizers.), capturing the attention of the budding
scientists. They were also demonstrated with the techniques to test the
presence of various adulterants in food. They were also introduced to various
new techniques of sciences that have been inculcated to improve agriculture
and the students also gave suggestions to improve the existing practices. They
were informed about how they can mimimize their exposure to the adultrants.
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Report on

Food and Agriculture Technology Stall (VISTAAR 2019)

1st November 2019

The stall “Food and Agriculture Technology” was put up at Sri Venkateswara College under VISTAAR
2019 on 1°* November 2019. It was an initiative to enlighten the students with the scope of science
as a subject itself. The purpose of the stall “Food and Agriculture Technology” was to make the
students aware of how the field of agriculture functions and what changes science has been able to
make to it. A large number of students (around 60-65 students) visited the stall, who were of classes
9t to 12", many of them being class 11-12 bio students who actually wanted to pursue basic
sciences. The stall gave an overall idea about Agriculture and its evolution. Starting from origin of
agriculture to the establishment of genetically modified plants, the students got an understanding of
the journey of Agriculture with the help of models and posters. There were interactive games like
slogan writing competition and Spice identification (the students were blind folded and then they
had to identify the spice by either touch or smell) and models (Tissue culture, Poly-houses, Bio-
fertilizers.), capturing the attention of the budding scientists. They were also demonstrated with the
techniques to test the presence of various adulterants in food. It was done by a kit called “The Magic
Box” which was a gift from the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India. They asked questions
about how agriculture is an inseparable component of life and can provide employment. Agriculture
being a large and labour intensive sector, the idea that it can generate large amount of employment
was well accepted by the students.

They were also introduced to various new techniques of sciences that have been inculcated to
improve agriculture and the students also gave suggestions to improve the existing practices. They
were informed about how they can mimimize their exposure to the adultrants.

They were intrigued by the advancements science has made to the sector and how far we have
come from the traditional methods in a span of only about 60-65 years of time. A student even
asked “Why cant we use the spent water of Azolla to use as a fertilizer?” these questions open doors
to new spaces of research and ensure us that science will continue to progress.

Their inputs have suggested that the students have budding minds in the field of research and
innovation for future and proved that the initiative has met its concept and was a fruitful event.
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