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BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITY 
 

TOPIC/SUBJECTOFTHEACTIVITY Inaugural of the Society and talk on 

Dissolving Boundaries between basic and 

applied research in Plant Sciences: 

Achievements, Challenges, and the way 

forward. 

OBJECTIVES To introduce the Involucre Team of the 

session 2022-23 and learn about the concept 

of Basic and Applied Sciences followed by its 

achievements and challenges.  



METHODOLOGY The objective was fulfilled through various 

means of pictures, presentations and 

informative and engaging lecture. 

INVITEDSPEAKERSWITHAFFILIATION

DETAILS 

Prof. Arun Jagannath 

Professor 

Department of Botany 

University of Delhi 
OUTCOMES Through this engaging and informative 

session, students were highly 
enlightened on the differences between basic 
and applied sciences and the various 
achievements and challenges faced by it.  
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1. Background: 
 

A webinar was organized on 16th September 2022 by ‘Involucre’, Sri Venkateswara College. Dr. Arun 

Jagannath, an eminent professor in the University of Delhi was the speaker of the Interactive 

Discussion. He discussed about the boundaries between Basic and Applied Sciences and the various 

achievements and challenges of the same along with the inaugural of the new session 2022-23 of 

INVOLUCRE. After the COVID-19 restrictions being removed, this was the first event held offline in 

the college. The event commenced at 11 AM and concluded by 1 PM. The students of B.Sc. (Hons) 

Botany, B.Sc Life Sciences, B.Sc Biological Sciences and other related courses participated in the 

event. Around 120 participants attended the event.  

 

2. Reception and Event: 
 

The event commenced with invocation of Saraswati Vandana and lamp lighting ceremony, followed 

by an introduction to the Botany Department of Sri Venkateswara College and its journey from 

foundation to Diamond Jubilee year by our Teacher-in-charge Dr.Sunila Khurana. Then, the 

principal of Sri Venkateswara College, Prof. C. Sheela Reddy gave the momento to the guest of 

honour, Prof. Arun Jagannath and addressed the gathering. Thereafter, the co-convener of Involucre, 

Dr. Pooja Gokhale Sinha introduced the Involucre Team for the session 2022-23 and a group 

photograph was taken. Next, Dr. Shukla Saluja, the convener of Involucre, apprised about the track 

record and achievements of the Guest of Honour and invited him to address the students. The speaker 

gave a brief overview of the classical and applied plant sciences and achievements and challenges 

faced by them. Pure science and applied science aren't different but they coexist. One can't be used 

independently of the other in the real world. The transgenic plants which have been created are not 

harmful for the earth. No disadvantage had been noted, only advantages have been seen. He 

highlighted on how farmers were first manually emasculating plants but the transgenic crop his team 

brought into this world changed that. He elucidated various scopes in the field of plant sciences. The 

speaker thanked the Department of Botany for organizing this talk. It was then followed by an 

interactive and encouraging talk among the speaker and the students. The students were cleared of 

all their doubts. And then, Dr. Sunita Yadav, Co-convener, Involucre proposed a vote of thanks and 

expressed gratitude to the Guest of Honour for their illuminating talk which would certainly guide 

the students and also thanked the entire team of Involucre on the first and foremost offline event of 

the session 2022. 

The session was favoured by the audience. The event was thought-provoking and  inspiring It was 

evident that the lecture piqued the audience’s interest as many questions were raised at the end. The 

audience consisted of the college’s experienced staff and inquisitive students. 

 

 

 



 

Prof. C. Sheela Reddy addressing the gathering. 

 

The principal, Prof. C. Sheela Reddy, giving momento to  

The Guest of Honour, Prof. Arun Jagannath 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Dr. Sunila Khurana, Teacher- in -charge of Botany, introducing the Botany Department of  

Sri Venkateswara College 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Pooja Gokhale Sinha co- convener of INVOLUCRE 

 introducing the INVOLUCRE team for session 2022-23 



 

       

  

 

 

 

 

INVOLUCRE TEAM for the session 2022-23 

 

 

Dr. Shukla Saluja, Convenor of Involucre, inviting the guest  



 

Prof. Arun Jagannath, addressing the audience 

 

 

The Guest of Honour, delivering the talk 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The audience 

 

Students rasing their doubts and questions to the guest (an interactive session) 



 

 

Dr. Sunita Yadav, co-convener of Involucre, presenting the vote of thanks. 

3. Future Scope: 

A positive response was observed both from the audience and the staff in the Inaugural Event of 

Involucre. Involucre, the botanical society at Sri Venkateswara College has conducted many such 

sessions even in online mode to spread awareness and disseminate valuable knowledge among the 

masses. It has done so in the past and will continue to do so in the future. 
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